
UNNECESSARY
CASUALTIES?

A Talk for Parents and Teachers aimed at raising awareness of the
relatively unknown and pervasive condition known as DLD
(Developmental Language Disorder) which affects approximately
two children in every classroom (prevalence: 7.85%).
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THE TALK

Students with DLD may also break down at a higher-level language level and encounter difficulty with: Inferencing
and understanding a read text; determining causes of a problem; finding appropriate solutions; and but not least,
predicting outcomes of situations.   This is where science, literature, and all other academic subjects are often
affected. 
 
If your child has been struggling academically, and conventional tutoring doesn’t seem to be helping, it may be timely
to join us for this information session where you will have the opportunity to ask the Total Communication speech-
language pathologists about DLD and your child. Learn more about the symptoms to look out for and how your child
can get checked and treated for DLD.

DO YOU KNOW?

CLICK HERE
TO REGISTER!

DLD doesn’t just affect younger children, it affects
adolescents too! Children with a history of DLD are
twice as likely as peers without language disorder to
experience ADHD-type psychopathologies (Yew &
O’Kearney, 2013). Approximately one third of
adolescents referred to mental health services have
previously unidentified language disorder (Cohen et
al., 1998).

Studies have shown that children with higher IQ can
also be affected by Development Language Disorder.
Twice-exceptional children may be gifted in one area
but may also face learning or developmental
challenges. This is why the condition used to be called
Specific Language Disorder, as it was specific to the
area of language alone.

DLD & OLDER STUDENTS

WHAT RESEARCH IS  SHOWING

DLD & IQ

Young people with untreated symptoms of DLD are more likely to leave school with fewer academic qualifications
(Snowling, Adams, Bishop, & Stothard, 2001). School grades are often affected by DLD as students cannot get the
same access to the curriculum as their peers. Social skills may also be affected as the student does not possess the
necessary skills to navigate conversational interactions involving spoken and auditory information, as well as higher-
level language and problem-solving or inferencing skills. DLD can leave children isolated as they cannot join or match
peers in all typical social situations. Frustration and embarrassment about this hidden condition and its impact on
communication can also lead to behavioural challenges.
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